


Flood-hit homes and businesses repair grant 
A reminder:-
Residents and businesses across the county who experienced internal flooding to their property during Storm Babet or Storm Henk can apply for up to £5,000 of Government grant funding to help make their properties more resilient to future flooding.
  
Affected households and businesses can find timescales for fund applications and other details on the dedicated webpage.
   
‘Have a Go Month’ Adult Learning tasters in Leicestershire
The county council’s adult learning service, GoLearn, has launched free classes as part of the ‘Have a Go Month 2024’ for anyone aged 19+. Classes are taught at venues across the county, by specialist tutors from across the GoLearn programme.

Free sessions include British Sign Language, Italian, drawing and painting, fused glass, mental health awareness for families, cookie in a jar workshop (Multiply), drama for wellbeing and more. 

More information and booking is available at  book onto the sessions by visiting the GoLearn website, call FREEphone 0800 988 0308 to speak to a member of the Enrolment Team, or email adultlearning@leics.gov.uk to find out more.
Series of events to mark Great Big Green Week
Leicestershire residents are being encouraged to take part in Great Big Green Week and find out more about how they can make the county greener.
The nationwide campaign, from 8 to 16 June, features a series of events and this year focuses on small changes people can make that make a difference.
All of this year’s events can be found on the Great Big Green Week website(Link is external and opens in new window).
Residents can sign up to the quarterly Environment Matters newsletter for the latest waste and environment news.
Warning as doorstep home improvements scams rise
A warning has been issued by Leicestershire Trading Standards after more than 200 reports of doorstep scams – costing county victims nearly £3m.
Doorstep offers for roofing; chimney work or driveway repairs are the most commonly-reported scams.
Trading Standards advice is:
If a trader starts to get ‘pushy’ or residents feel pressurised, shut the door and telephone the police on 101 or 999 if an emergency
Look out for neighbours – if they appear to be uncomfortable with traders, telephone the police to get them checked out
Obtain at least three independent quotes and never agree to anything on the doorstep
Always check out reviews, and carry out research on the trader before agreeing for works to be carried out
Pay by card or cheque rather than cash
Traders should always offer a 14-day cooling-off period
Leicestershire Trading Standards provides information, support and intervention to residents to help them keep safe from fraud, scams and doorstep crime.
They have produced an advice card on how to avoid falling victim to cold calling and doorstep scams with a series of dos and don’ts. The advice cards are available free of change and can be obtained by emailing tradingstandards@leics.gov.uk(link sends email).
To report a rogue trader or for free advice and guidance on this and other areas of Trading Standards work, visit our Trading Standards website.
​King honours six Leicestershire companies
The Lord-Lieutenant of Leicestershire, Mike Kapur OBE, has congratulated six Leicestershire companies after they were granted the King’s Award for Enterprise.
One of the companies, Coalville-based Zeeko Ltd, has the distinction of winning in both the Innovation and International Trade categories – one of only five double winners across the whole of the UK.
The other Leicestershire winners are:
CMS Cepcor (Coalville) – International Trade
Devol Kitchens (Loughborough) – International Trade
Horiba MIRA (Hinckley) – Sustainable Development
NMS International Group (Market Harborough) – International Trade
Winbro Group Technologies (Shepshed) – Innovation
Applications can now be submitted for the 2025 King’s Awards for Enterprise(Link is external and opens in new window), before the closing date of 12 September 2024.
Waste site changes
Changes to waste site arrangements will take place in the coming months: 
Closing the site in Somerby 
Market Harborough to open three days a week, and Shepshed open two days a week 
Closing all sites on Christmas Eve 
Changing summer opening hours at all recycling and household waste sites. 
Kibworth will move to being open four days a week as part of the plans to keep Market Harborough open and ensure a seven day a week opening across both sites. Bottesford will remain open three days per week.  
New Chairman 
Councillor Joe Orson has been appointed Chairman of Leicestershire County Council. 
Councillor Richard Shepherd was appointed the new vice-chairman for 2024/25.
New scheme to help residents reduce energy bills and install energy-efficient measures
Hundreds of households across Leicestershire could benefit from tailored help and advice about energy efficiency improvements, and how to access grants and funding to pay for their installation.
County residents are now being invited to apply.
For more information on the grants, including the full eligibility criteria, eligible postcode areas or to apply, visit the HERO website or call the Warm Homes service on 0116 305 2524.
Hinckley development used as pilot for innovative new tree selection guide
A trailblazing pilot project to test out an innovative new resource to ensure the right trees are planted in the right place has seen new planting in Hinckley, in a partnership between Leicestershire County Council and developer Jelson Homes Limited.
The toolkit will allow the council to draw up ideas for the Leicestershire landscape of the future; factoring in such details as climate change and how that might affect species choice and the planting design of trees and hedges.
The Value of Trees toolkit is available on our Trees website.





